
The Unsung   Leatherneck
Story and Photos by THOMAS CARLSON ///  

 What it’s like to take a “scoped rifle” class from 

 combat veteran and decorated war hero Buck Doyle. 

A
steely glint sparkles from the eyes of Buck Doyle, a recently retired 
Marine who served in MARSOC and Force Recon for 17 of his 21 years in 
the Corps. With extensive experience in hostile fire and combat zones in 
the Middle East, Africa, and Asia, today Buck trains individuals at the 
basic and advanced levels of marksmanship and combat tactics.

Buck teaches with an emphasis on the mastery of funda-

mentals, developing mindset, and functional application, 

utilizing a training methodology that is safe, effective, and 

individually relevant. Buck retired from the Marine Corps as 

a master sergeant with multiple commendations, including 

the Bronze Star (with Valor).

Since then, he has founded Follow-Through Consulting, 

LLC and has worked as a trainer and advisor to the Depart-

ment of Defense. He is one of nine U.S. service members fea-

tured in Mark Lee Greenblatt's newly released book, Valor: 

Unsung Heroes from Iraq, Afghanistan, and the Home Front.

I recently attended his Scoped Rifle Course, held in Teas-

dale, Utah, at the Red River Ranch, located just 10 miles out-

side of Capitol Reef National Park. Let me start by saying that 

I have never taken a class with this type of stellar landscape 

and scenery. The ranch encompasses over 2,000 acres of 

grass and sage pastures, alfalfa fields, and meandering river 

bottoms. Buck takes full advantage of this terrain by using 
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hay bales as barricades, cliffs for high-angle shots, and rocky 

terrain to make sure you pay attention to your footing. This 

course focuses on educating the student on how to appropri-

ately manipulate and accurately shoot a scoped AR-style rifle 

in varying terrain outside of a square range. 

 Day One 
We began on a square range, just a 50-yard pistol bay, about 

five miles from the ranch. Buck went over his safety briefing 

and basic fundamentals, from trigger control to your grip on 

your weapon to sling setup to sights.

We spent about an hour confirming zero on scopes, and 

I verified my Dueck Defense Rapid Transition Sights (RTS). 

Once zeroes were confirmed, we put on the gun belts and off 

we went.

Steel targets had been positioned throughout the first can-

yon we walked down. We began engaging the steel at 50 me-

ters with offhand shots. From there, we would hike, working 

our way back at 50- to 75-meter increments, essaying shots 

all the way out to 250 meters, all offhand.

This was an eye-opener, since I had not done much shoot-

ing with an AR outside of a square range. Breathing, sling setup,  

and trigger control were key, especially as your heart rate ele-

vated and you had nothing to rest the rifle on to take the shot.

After this evolution, we packed up and drove back to the 

lodge property, where we began running shoot-and-move 

drills along with target identification.

Buck had two steel IPSC targets set up (one painted white 

and one black). We began by facing up-range, away from the 

two targets. He would call “contact,” then we would spin 180 

degrees while he called out the color of the target. We would 

then engage, based on which color target he shouted. 

From there, we would run to the next fallback position 

and re-engage based on which target he called. At each dis-

tance, you had to fire from a different shooting position, i.e. 

standing, kneeling, prone, or using a barricade.

By about the third stage, it became very difficult to slow 

down your breathing and acquire the targets. This is where 

Buck wanted to drive home the importance of all the funda-

mentals, one in particular: follow-through. Since his compa-

ny is named Follow-Through Consulting, he obviously feels 

this is a vital component!

It became very difficult to slow down your 

breathing and acquire the targets. This is where 

Buck wanted to drive home the importance of all the 

fundamentals, one in particular: follow-through.
Once you took the shot, you held the trigger back and ob-

served the impact, released, then re-engaged, if necessary. 

Trigger reset had one of the biggest effects on accuracy, as 

it made you focus on each shot and not rush on to the next. 

Later that day, we moved to another part of the ranch that 

consisted of hay-bale “barricades” set up about 30 meters 

apart, scattered throughout some brush. Targets were IPSC-

style steel that had been positioned on the vast and scenic 

hillside about 180 meters away.

The drill consisted of each person using the “barricade” as 

a support, engaging the steel target with at least two rounds, 

and then running to the next position. Buck emphasized that 

we should look at the next position we were moving to, before 

actually doing so, and to plan a route to the next “hard cover” 

point to minimize exposing ourselves while seeking the next 

shooting position. This type of shooting and moving, along 

with the ever-changing terrain and targets, made for a very 

realistic training scenario, something you can’t experience 

on a standard square range. 

√ Most shots were taken from barricade positions, kneeling, 
and off-hand. Lying on your stomach was a rare occurrence.

∆ Target ID was also incorporated into many of the drills. Facing 
up-range, away from the targets, Buck would announce target IDs 
as you were turning to engage, making students better able to 
articulate engagements on the fly.
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√ There were rifles of all configurations used during 
the course. An Armalite AR10 prototype, Daniel Defense 
M4 Milspec, and even some homebuilts. One thing in 
common with all were the SureFire muzzle brakes, 
which performed well during quick follow-up shots.

◊ Buck explains the tendency to jerk and wrap your 
finger around the trigger when your heart rate becomes 
elevated. By moving your thumb on the outside of the 
pistol grip, you focus on trigger control and trigger 
reset. This technique worked very well.

 Day Two 
Our second day began atop a plateau looking over a canyon 

dotted with  steel LaRue pop-up targets. They varied in range 

from 100 to 300 meters. Buck demonstrated different tech-

niques for shooting from barricades. He said that most of his 

shots taken in combat were from these types of positions— 

ad hoc cover and improvised rests— as he rarely had the op-

portunity to shoot from the prone position.

The first barricade was at a height such that you were 

forced to shoot kneeling, or on both knees, while supporting 

the rifle on the barricade. We began taking shots at the vary-

ing distances, moving up and down the canyon while engag-

ing steel. An 8 to 10 mph crosswind came into play on the 

300-meter shot, and we did have to adjust our holds slightly.

We then moved to a standing barricade, which proved 

to be more challenging as the stability wasn’t quite there. 

Again, this was where you had to think about trigger reset 

and follow-through on your target. We honed our skills and 

then moved back to the hay bales to practice the techniques 

we had learned thus far. This time around, all of the students 

were making more effective hits on target, and you could tell 

everyone was satisfied, as the training was starting to pay off.

 Guns & Gear 
My rifle setup was an 18-inch-barreled Primary Weapon Sys-

tems Mk1 with a SureFire muzzle brake, accompanied by a 

SureFire SOCOM556-RC suppressor. I was using a U.S. Optics 

SR-8C 1-8x with an illuminated red dot. Dueck Defense offset 

sights were attached to engage close-up targets.

Out front, I had an Atlas BT10-LW17 bipod that was light-

weight and easy to use. For ammo, I had 75 gr. Hornady 

BTHP, which proved to work extremely well at distance and 

in the crosswinds we had been experiencing.

While this setup isn’t the lightest, it proved to be very ac-

curate and effective at the longer distances.

For gear management, I used High Speed Gear’s new 

Suregrip™ padded battle belt with a new cobra buckle with 

a D-ring integrated into it. Attached to the belt was HSG’s 

signature TACO® pouch, which accommodates any 30-round 

AR15 magazine. Along with the HSG TACO, I had room for 

HCM’s TACO, which stores a SureFire 60-round magazine. 

The pouches worked beautifully during the entire course and 

made gear consolidation very simple.
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∆ It was an experience, shooting from natural 
barricades scattered throughout the Teasdale hillside, 
something you will never find at a square range. It made 
for a very realistic training envoirnment.

◊ A variable-powered scope is highly recommended 
for this course, as we were constantly holding for wind 
and distance. The U.S. Optics SR-8C 1-8x with a Mil 
reticle made these adjustments easy during drills.
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 Night Shoot 
As night fell, we prepped our rifles for some night shooting by 

attaching SureFire M300 Mini Scout Lights® and new dual-spec-

trum V-Series™ Scout Lights to the students’ rifles. We began 

by engaging a paper target at seven meters, using our Dueck  

Defense Sights, and then quickly transitioned to our primary 

optic to engage IPSC steel targets 40 and 70 meters away.

Both lighting options threw plenty of lumens downrange 

in order to identify and engage the targets. Many of us had 

very little experience shooting during the night with weapon-

mounted lights, so this was a great introduction to using a 

WeaponLight on a carbine.

From there we positioned a Jeep Wrangler equipped 

with two SureFire HellFighter® 5s to illuminate the targets 

across the canyon that we had been shooting earlier in the 

day. Each HellFighter produced 5,000 lumens of far-reaching 

light, so we had 10,000 lumens to work with. The beams easily 

reached across the canyon, a distance of roughly 400 meters. 

These HID (high intensity discharge) target illuminators are 

capable of lighting up targets over a mile away if the condi-

tions are right!

Three of the targets lit by the HF5’s were easy to identi-

fy, and we began taking turns shooting in these conditions. 

There was a fourth target directly across the canyon from us 

that was barely identifiable when looking through the scopes, 

due to the low level of light. However, the U.S. Optics Illumi-

nated dot came into play, as it was the only way to properly 

align the target in the scope because you could not really see 

the crosshairs. I put the red dot on its lowest setting and was 

able to hit the target consistently.  

The venue in Teasdale, Utah, is a world-class lodge and 

shooting facility all tied into one. The local eateries were 

plentiful, and there were an abundance of activities for a 

family to do if one wanted to extend a stay in this area.

Buck is an excellent instructor— calm, controlled, and 

passionate about what he believes and what he does. His 

techniques and training are proven, sound and solid. While 

there is lots of movement, it’s at your own personal pace and 

capability level. Buck is mindful of each student’s condition-

ing and physical limitations.

There is no prerequisite training 

required to take the course; however, 

you will most likely learn more if you 

already have the basics down, as the 

trainers can only move at the speed of 

the slowest student. If you have yet to 

pick up an AR, I would strongly suggest 

attending his one-day class, or another 

class that gets you familiar and com-

petent with basic operational skills. I 

will definitely be back for an extended 

stay in Utah— and another course with 

Buck Doyle.

For more information on training, visit 

followthroughconsulting.com

≈ Many of the students had very little time shooting in 
low-light conditions. Buck ran everyone through a night drill, 
engaging paper at 7 meters with the Dueck Defense Sights, 
then transitioned to our primary optic, engaging steel out to  
75 meters. All drills were conducted using SureFire M300 
Mini and M600V Scout Lights. 

≈ We had an American Expedition Vehicles Jeep Wrangler 
outfitted with two SureFire Hellfighter 5s that produce 4,500 
lumens each. We were able to illuminate targets out to 400 meters 
and beyond with ease during the low-light portion of the course.
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